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Attached for. your retention la a translation of 
“ article vhiph appear^ In B1 Popular l 

^concemin? the 

uSa*!*???! &.??**? EE lli : f onae r president of the 
United States National Student Association, to a crnuu 

of Oniversity of Uruguay students during an illegal rally 
held in Montevideo on 8 October 1971, "Che Guevwra" Day? • 

7» IFSHIN c omm ented on the U*S« student movement* 
its opposition to the Vietnaa Kar; its support of Blacks, 
university refora, the Attica incident, Angela DAVIS and 
tfea Black Panthers; and on the general impressions of Latin 
America held by 0.S. citizens. ox i^nn 

1tc J* ^er additional information furnished your Bureau 
as above*** plcnse . *® e our 26 **ay 1971 memorandum. Subject . 
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CONVERSATION WITH B.E. STUDENT IFSHXN REPORTED . 


[Interview with National Committee Member of the Association of American 


-Students David Ifabinj Montevideo, Uruguay, El Popular^ SpanlA, 18 Ootoborj 
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Sours before the g ov ernm ent. In one more demonstration 

of its hatred of liberties and its scorn for rights and 

constitutional rules, expelled Mm from the country 

(the only Americans acceptable in the eyes of the govern- 

uent are inspectors from the IMF or agents of the CIA), 

• 

wo the opportunity to chat with David Ifshl n, fo rmer^ 
president of the National Association of American Sto- 
dents (grouping student associations of 500 of the 800 
universities in his country), who visited Uruguay after 

e v<> *•» 

participating in the Congress of Solidarity with Vietnan, 
which'was organised in Santiago, Chile by the 1US and 
' the BFDT. Ifshin, who has visited the Democratic Repub- 

s % 

lie of Vietnan and who currently belongs to the national 
committee of tho Association of American Students, par¬ 
ticipated at Santiago aa an observer for the association. 
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£**•" Question* What an the Boat ioportant characteristics of the Ameri¬ 
cas student oovcraentT 

. . . , i 

. Answer* Until now, the student movement has centered its efforts 

especially on the struggle against the war in Vietnam and for integration of 
the blade people. ' Another subject^ which mobilizes Aoericaa studenVa is the 
question of university reform. j 

Question: Vhat do student deaands concerning the reform consist oft 

* • ■ ' • . • . • i ‘ • ' 

- Answer* Xt is being demanded that the existing competitive aysten 
in the universities for achieving better qualifications and bettor positions 
ho done away with. AIb is the present system, and it represents an appli¬ 
cation of the success theory to the university environment. This theory 
mi very important os s factor 'for mobilisation. But It was understood 
that what is behind this system is the capitalist structure, which finds 
expression through competition, as in racial discrimination or in the war 
in Vietnam. Developments in the struggles have brought the students and 
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• QM«ti«nt How is tVU problem met? 


' Answer: The itruaU against tbo war in Vietnam Baa beoe takan. «*V;'^ 

*"• ’ O t i ... ' *' 

tbo cantor, rind through thia an attempt is made to unify the movement* 


spring one. of tbo largest demonstrations for putting a atop to the war l^^* 
Vietnam took placa. Even tbo reactionary Ancrlcan press admitted tbst.iawite 

• . • . * • | 1 • -?*vj!s®P= 

than halt a dll ion perrons took port In this demonstration. 
workers, union leaders, and even important personalities, congressman, sad. '%■ 
senators took port. Zt van called by the Rational Action Coalition tar - 
Peace and the People'a Coalition for Peace and Justice, which not only called 
for the demonstration, but also for the application of civic disobedience 
measures. Z mention in passing that the association of students belongs to. 
both coalitions* 

il the head of the demonstration was tbo Truckers' Union, one of tbo 


largest in the country, which takespart in demonstrations against the war 

. *-« . % • 

In Vietnam,' as well ns many other unions. In addition — and for tbs "first 
tine — veterans of the Vietnam War, in unifonaj took’ part is tho demonstra¬ 


tion for S days, opposing the government and the Supreme Court* ThLs is the , 

•-.?'*’ ’ .* * # /g*4 

first tine in ihe history of the United States that war veterans have.partio-*-.'. * 'M. 

•. • • . ; . \. . ,Ci 

tpated against n war that van still going on. This protest demonstration .. . '■ 3 

*’ * . • ’ _ • ; • 

continued for a week and Was headlined notlonnlly. Tho Supreme Court ordered; 

• ’ .... 

tbo veterans to withdraw. They refused, and Kixon did not feel encouraged 

to give the police a public order to throw them out by force, although that ■ 

m • ' "\v 

«• * . , ' * . . • *• > 

was the order requested. There was one point at which the police 
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for' la tin America because it finds no ny is which to explain it. to the 

* . “ * * •• . * 

American people. The movement is trying to create awareness, so that 
p eo pl e will understand the imperialist maneuver before action takes place 

and net afterward, as: happened In Vietnaa. .. 

» ••••.• • . 

•• X think that the conditions are being created and that we are arriving' 
.at a point at which It will he possible to restrain aggression, for exanpla, - 
of the Santo DorJngo type. Klron is'keeping the 0.8. policy rare and more 
a secret and deceiving the American people, because the people's movement 
la beconlng a force capable of checking aggression. The government is going 
to have think twico before' carrying out nn attack' or'an invasion. Even 
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ihe U.S. oilitarj power has Wen brobcn. the Arqy wants to sot eat of 
Viotuaa, despite the fact that 10 years ago 1ft wasted to go 1sto Weteas* 

It oast be said that the corale of tho soldiers Is Vietsas has hit bottoa. 
How than 20 percent of tbs soldiers are drug addicts, Of coarse, Rises 
riles to the. people. Its is trying to use sot soldiers, but necbanlmed war- 
faro: boa bins raids, tor example, 1s order to a Told casualties and the par¬ 
ticipation of soldiers is cocabat. Be thlsfcs that be can beep the war aan J 
• or less secret, to the extent that there ere no dead soldiers. Oar Mask * 

. J 

Is'dirvcted toward caking people understand that the problem is not eae sdt 

dead soldiers but of Imperialist aggression. 

Question: Vhst Is tho government doing shout the novement? 

Answer: Nixon responds on cany levels. The first thing was to say 

that the coveaeat was violent, irresponsible, and controlled by foreign 

powers; that Is, the use of anticoanuniea. Bat It is very easy to answer 

this, because all the violence of the covenant cannot be compared to O.S. 

'VTdlence in 1 day of war iir Wetnosu' - ! must say that thv jrttaeJrs-igfrfTnrt—: 

the left have strengthened the left. ; , 

• ' # 

Zn addition, they have'again had recourse to supposedly liberal ' 

aetliods, Baying that the United States is a free country end that everyone 

can express hicself as long as he is not violent j also that anyone who tries 

to do something in an extremist. They also accuse tho leaders with criminal 


* . • - - • • • ' i \ . • • * ‘ 

.charges, as in the case of Angela Davis or Bobby Seale, one of tho leaders 

S • 

of the Blade Panthers, who was jailed with tho other leaders, and who was 
released recently. They try to isolate the leaders of the covenant in ad¬ 
dition to attempting to frighten the novement. a .. 

They also caJ:e it necessary to divert forces, since tho struggle to 






























